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Tena koutou

Re: Sealord Group Ltd’s decision to lay-off 180 workers

I am writing about the decision by Sealord to lay-off 180 workers at its fish processing plant in Nelson.

As you may be aware, Sealord is jointly owned by iwi Maori and Nippon Suisan Kaisha of Japan, via shareholdings in Aotearoa Fisheries.

Sealord laid off 350 workers in May last year, and the closure of the Dunedin processing plant saw an additional 200 workers laid off.

With the recent announcement nearly 500 workers will have been laid off within less than 12 months, and nearly 750 within the past few years. All this is happening despite the fact that Sealord is forecast to make a profit of NZ$20 Million this year. Last year Sealord made a profit of NZ$24 Million, despite the high Kiwi dollar and high fuel costs.

In addition to this, I understand that Sealord is threatening the total closure of its Nelson plant unless these workers agree to reduce their pay and working conditions.

I am very disappointed that Sealord has made a statement that Aotearoa Fisheries is a commercial operation and has no obligation to provide jobs for Maori.

I am concerned about the Sealord workers, their whānau and the community.  I urge iwi as whanaunga, and as shareholders in Aotearoa Fisheries to take immediate action to protect the jobs and livelihoods of these workers and their whānau.

He aha te mea nui o te ao?  He tangata, he tangata, he tangata.

Kati au i konei

[signature]

[Your name]

